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Mapping Transtopia

- My GALE-CLGBTH [Committee on LGBT History] Non-Residential Fellowship-funded 
digital mapping project, “Mapping Transtopia: Trans-Masculine Mutual Aid, 
Activism, and Community Formation, 1970-2005” uses an interactive map created 
on ArcGIS StoryMaps, a digital mapping and storytelling platform. 

- The project seeks to organize and spatialize the vastness and complexity of late 
20th-century trans-masculine community building, resource sharing, and identity-
making.

- It fixes primary sources and histories of trans-masculinity to their geographies, 
tracing and connecting letters, magazines, and other material from sender to sender 
and city to city.



Tinkering with 
the Lab

“Whittling” technique–
run the tools and modify 
my next search by 
removing the parts I was 
ready to whittle off

New ways of thinking 
about the subject 
emerges– emphasis on 
visibility politics Tools showed me where trans men were finding 

space but not what they were saying.



Time to Find “Andy”
The Name Entity Recognition pointed 
me towards “Andy,” a trans man who 
wrote 2 “FTM Passing Tips” (1996, 
1997) articles for Transgender 
Tapestry.

I may have missed Andy as a figure 
because he lacked a last name, but 
the lab put him at the front of my list 
of names to investigate. 

The lab’s tools freed up time to do 
other things, like find Andy! 


